
LX 321/521/621 Syntax

Fall 2022

Homework #7

DUE FRI NOV 11

1 Generating examples

Give an English sentence illustrating each of the following. It is not necessary that

we have figured out a way to draw the structures exactly, this is about coming up with

examples that show certain configurations. That is: you are not trying to draw trees

for these, just provide example sentences.

1. An embedded finite declarative.

2. An embedded yes-no question.

3. An embedded wh-question.

4. A declarative sentence, in the past tense, with a modal and a progressive verb.

5. A declarative sentence, in nonpast tense, with a modal and a perfective verb.

6. An embedded infinitive with PRO.

7. An embedded infinitive with no PRO.

2 Simple trees

Your task: Draw trees for each of the following sentences. You do not need to draw

any features. Don’t forget, modals are no longer instances to T—T is generally silent and

contains only a tense feature. Modals are a form of V now. Also: This has been assigned

before we hypothesized any movement, so no movement needs to be shown. (That is for

future homework assignments.)

(1) We bought them.

(2) We should buy them.

(3) My brother will have been buying them.

(4) They have asked us to be monitoring attendance.

(5) They might want us to have bought the textbook.

(6) We want them to promise to leave.
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